Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Affordable and Workforce Housing Task Force:

ORDINANCE 2007-655
AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING CHAPTER 55 (HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOODS DEPARTMENT), ORDINANCE CODE, CREATING A NEW SECTION 55.104 TO CODIFY THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR AND CREATE AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING COORDINATOR WITHIN SUCH OFFICE; DIRECTING FUNDING FOR THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING COORDINATOR IN THE 2007-2008 BUDGET; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Council created the Affordable and Workforce Housing Task Force (Task Force) to review the status of Affordable and Workforce Housing in the City of Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, the Council, the Housing and Neighborhoods Department, the Jacksonville Housing Commission, and the Jacksonville Housing Finance Authority worked together to create a Report on Affordable and Workforce Housing (Report); and


WHEREAS, over the past five years, the City has seen an increase in conversions of affordable and workforce housing to market-rate housing or commercial developments; and


WHEREAS, encouraging and supporting new affordable and workforce housing developments is a priority of the Council and the City of Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, the Report identified deficiencies in the current processes applicable to new affordable and workforce housing developments; and

WHEREAS, the Task Force found that a dedicated Affordable Housing Coordinator could help developers and citizens throughout the different processes required to bring an affordable or workforce housing development to completion, and thus eliminate the deficiencies identified in the Report; now therefore,
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Section 55.104, Ordinance Code, is hereby created to read as follows:

CHAPTER 55
HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOODS DEPARTMENT
PART 1. GENERAL
* * *

Sec.
55.104.
Office of the Director.  There is hereby created an Office of the Director of the Housing and Neighborhoods Department.  Staff within the Office of the Director shall be appointed by the Director and shall report directly to the Director.  The Office shall include the following members:
(a)
Affordable Housing Coordinator. The Affordable Housing Coordinator shall have a bachelors degree and at least five years experience in housing development.  The Affordable Housing Coordinator shall:

(i)

Serve as a central resource of information regarding all processes required to bring an affordable or workforce housing development to completion; and

(ii)

Proactively assist developers of affordable and workforce housing developments with the different processes required to bring an affordable or workforce housing development to completion; and

(iii)

Communicate with other City Departments to ensure that affordable and workforce housing developments are not delayed within processes managed by other City Departments; and

(iv)

Where appropriate, act as a liaison between developers of affordable and workforce housing developments and all permitting agencies to expedite the permitting processes; and

(v)

Provide other necessary support to ensure that affordable and workforce housing developments are completed to meet the housing needs of the citizens of Jacksonville.
(b)
Other staff as determined by the Director.

* * *

Section 2.

The Council hereby determines that the Affordable Housing Coordinator is a priority for the 2007-2008 budget and requests that the Administration include funding for such position in the 2007-2008 budget.  The Council further determines that the Affordable Housing Coordinator is necessary to ensure that affordable and workforce housing developments are completed to meet the housing needs of the citizens of Jacksonville and that the position shall exist within the Housing and Neighborhoods Department, or its successor or replacement administrative unit.
Section 3.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming law without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/   Shannon K. Eller_____________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Shannon K. Eller
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